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8. S8 


Ae e r een 


Durbam, July 17, 1740. 


May it pleaſe Your LoxDsnp, 


E the Grand-Jury, at the General — ons | 

of the Peace, held at the City of Durham, tbe | 
16th Day of July, infant, do hereby give * 4 LoxDSHIP } 
our Thanks for Your Diſcourſe to us at 1 Seſſions, concern- 
ing the Riotous and Tumultnous Aſſemblies which have late: 
by happened at Stockton, and other Places in this County; 
And defire that (for the Pablick good) Tur Loxpsmie! 

will be pleaſed to Prim the ſame. ö 


We are, 
My L ORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient 
And very Humble Servants, 

1] Bowes Garn 
Jorn Scars 


| BxYan Hanson 
| CayrIs*. Rosnison 


Joan HarpcastLy 
Mar. Curl T 

Ja. Dum 
Jonx Wu cocxs 


Wu. Wurms. | WM. BLEnKINSOP 
 GnBeeT HarrisonN I Ros“. Sarrnmp 
- Ricm®, Mascal.. Nich. | 


Rica®. Bzxyan 
Mic . CTIAQODGaly 


| AxTro. Warn 


A Charge delivered to the Grand: | 
Jury, at the Dnarter-Sefſions, held at DuRnalt, Sc. 


— a — - N — — eee * 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 


o U have heard read the order of the Lords. 
uſtices, to whom the King hath committed 
x dhe government of His Kingdoms, in His ab- 

dence, which is directed to the Cuſtodes Rotulo- 
rum and Juſtices of Peace in every County. | 


In obedience to their order, which requires me to reconx 
mend the {j y and effectual execution of the act of 5the 
and6th of os the th. and all other acts in forceag 
1 Regrators and Engroſſers, I crave your Pati- 
ce, while I ſay to you a few words, in the Preſence of 


þr e Jaltices, concerning the heinouſneſs and miſchievous! 


conſequences of theſe crimes; eſſ „ . 
ſcarcity and diſtreſs. ” 


| 'Tis one of Solomor's vii obſervations, which | wiſh 2 


might ſink deep 
« They that withold Corn the People will curſe. * 


diſpoſition, to commit mad and violent actions in return. 


| would go farther, if not reſtrained by religion or civil au- 
thority ; they will procced, when they can, to the- utmoſt 
extravagancies and outrages: Simple curling is uſed only by 


are indeed the beginnings and the ſpurs to actions, where 


to Carry men. | 30 
But it is not only the fear of curſes, from the injured 


grolſing it; there is a natural turpitude in the action itſelf, 
chat ſhews it to be an offence againſt him, who made both 
poor and rich; and whoſe bleſſing only maketh rich. 


inhumanity ; than ſhewing no regard to thoſe of the ſame 
common nature with our ſelves? And what greater inſtance 


1 of 


| 


into the hearts of all that deal that way, dhe 


To wield Gre, is to do any thing that makes coo? | th 
ſcarce, and of very high price; above the reach of the la- | ing 
bouring poor: and to Cunſe, implies in the people, a ready , * 


For ſuch is the tendency of all monopolies, they inflame | n 
the Paſſions of the unthinking multitude, who judge only | 
by what they feel; and their paſhons being once up, they | 
drive them to Curſe, i. e. to treat with all manner of evil, | 
the ſuppoſed cauſes of their ſufferings: For they that curſe | 


thoſe, that want power and authority to do worſe: They tri 
en Gare, or may go the lengths 2 provok'd ſpirit is v 


people, that ſhould reſtrain the dealers in corn from en- E 


For what is more contrary to the dictates of nature tan 


of 


( 7 ) 7 —_ 
i of inhumanity than ſo to act, as if they cared not whether 
„ the poor had bread to le by, as well as themſelves? Than 
to value the private gain of a few of themſelves, above the 


fres of fo many thouſand labourers and their families, 
n | which muſt be affected by theſe means of Trader's enrich- | 


ing themſelves. 


| Beſides that, ſociety in general (that gracious inſtitutiom 
of God) wherein by his appointment both poor and rich | 

meet together, is in danger of being diſſolved thereby; and; * 

then what protection is left to the rich of their ugfair gains? 

Pony ſubſiſts by the Hands of the poor, as well as the 

| means and diligence of the rich ; of the poor I fay, whoare 

raders 


ic as neceſſary to the publick in their way, as the T 
are acknowledged to be profitable in theirs. 


Upon theſe p i ciples All Governments, in Ac 
tries, have 3 regulation of the prices of corn and 


re grain, according to the exigeney of times, a part of their 
| Laws. | 


Our government in particular, hath enacted ſeveral good. 
laws, to prevent engroſſing, and other abuſes of the like: 
- {kind, relating to places, times, meaſures, and manner of 
IG end Mikey oven. 
And tho it hath been their wiſdom to encourage tillage * 
land extend trade, yet ſtill the general good of the people 
hath been their principal object; and every branch ot trade 
+|hath been onally ſuſpended, or made give way, a 
= 


FS 
the time that it was found inconſiſtent with the general. 
good of the ſubject, to paſs uncontrolled. Canes th 

What is the care of the whole community, ought to be 


the concern of every member of that community; ſo that 
if no civil Law had been made, or was in being, the con- 
ſcience of every 


x 
: 


. 


honeſt man, and of every good Subject, 
hould make it a Law to himſelf, not to provoke the ne- 

in times of ſcarcity, into extremities, that muſt | 
| involve themſelves, and all the neighbourhood in ruin. 


Having aid thus much, I would not be underſtood, to 
-plead the cauſe, or in the leaſt excuſe thoſe People, who, | 
magnifying the ſcarcity that was feared, for a pretence to 
run riot, have committed the moſt unjuſt, the moſt bar- 

-barous actions, which had no relation, nor could give 
any relief to the evils they complained of. . 


No. I abhor ſuch doings, as much as they who ſuffer- 
ed moſt by them, which are condemnable by all the laws 
of God and man. Altho' the price of Grain had been ſo ex- 
ceſſive, that they could ſcarcely ſubſiſt their families under 
| it; which was not the caſe of ſome of the rioters, if [ 
am rightly informed: Altho' this { 


carcity was owing whol-| 


ly to the exporters, and the hand of God had no ſhare; 


| 4n it, nor the rioters own folly, which hindered the corn 
from being brought to market; yet {till proper 
might and would have been found, to leflen the evil, and 

Puniſh the offenders againſt law. The people by no means 
; ought; 
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137 
ought to take the ſword into their own hands, which they 
know not how to handle, with reaſon and moderation: 
For what do the people. do, when in a tumultous way they 


be ſeek to right themſelves? Nothing leſs in effect, than o- 


verturn all right, and all property, which they would be 
thought to defend. They often miſtake the true offen- 
ders: They generally err in the proper remedy: They 
grieve the real offender without meaſare or deſert, without 


uſt benefit ro themſelves: Private Pique and revenge is ſatia- | 
ted under ti cry of publick Juſtice; the innocent neigh- 
bourhood is involved in the execution, deſignod at 1 it 


for the few, that are charged with the guile, and deſalation 
and miſery is ſcattered thro the whole Country; and after | 


| all, rhey can't hope to triumph long in their iniquity. 


The gain got by plunder will ſoon be laviſin away wanton- 
ly, 1 is theſe E 
ſtreſs, without any reſource left. They muſt enpect re- 
ſiſtance from thoſe, whom they have ſo injurioully attack'd; | 
from whence much blood muſt be ſhed; and which of the 
rioters can be ſure it: may not be his own, or that of his 

deareſt relations or friends ? T9 4 


| Bur ſhould they eſrape in a whole Skin, can they ſlat- 
too hard for the whole Na- 


and| ceedings? And for thoſe that-ſarvive. the juſtice of the law, 


eans 


aght; . 


how will they be able to get a livelihood: from 


thoſe Ma- 
"I... 


ö 
ſters, vnole c{tates they have deſtroyed, and left them 


notiung to 1.bour upon for their maintenance: 


It ſhould be allo conſidered by the lower people, that it 


cient 


exportation, that 


ſo many mouths; that greater numbers of People, Hor- 


| ſes, and Cattle are employed; and ſhould the People upon 


every appearance of Scarcity, add to their wants, ne- 
oledting to work, and fall * plundering the farmer and 
the merchant, they do all they can to diſcourage both, 
and ſtarve themſelves, by laying the land waſte in future 
Thus in the political body, as in the natural, if the 
members once rightly placed do change their Situation; 


if the hands or feet, for inſtance, will aſſume the place of | 


the head, they will be ſtill hands and feet, 


fit only for 


ſcramble, rapine and ravage, for kicking and ſtriking, | 
body with fafety to it, 


they will not be able to conduct the 
or themſelves. 


Since then the beginnings 


of 


capable of being then check d eaſily; but fuffered to grow 


to a flood, carry all before them: Since no one can fore- 
ſee how far the ſweeping deſtruction may ſpread, whom 
and what it may reach, and when and where it will end, 
the Gentlemen entruſted with preſerving the peace of the 

—_— 2 = nation, 


is from the encouragement given to trade and tillage, by | 
tities of land — been 
improved, and corn produced, to anſwer the demands of 


— ——U—ͤ—— — — — —_—z — * 


| 


popular commotions are, 
like the letting out of Waters, ſmall in the begioning, and 
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| curb and puniſh thoſe, that by 
rity of every condition of the ſubject, 


the prejudice of the labouring people, if the law be well 
executed. | 


. | Cers of the cuſtoms, and of the informations which ſhall 
of | be carried to the Juſtices, by the people themſelves. 


>» | this Statute, this one 'm going to mention, will 

> | bridle. By this means, notorious offenders this way, will 
be made known, and diſtioguiſhed from their neighbours, | 
and after that, few I think will be hardy enough, to ven- 
ture, to be mark'd out for butts of popular clamour and 
| hatred; or if they do, t 


En) 
and every one that hath any property in it, can- 
be ſenkble, how much hy ors is invade 
bound, to keep under this ſpirit of rebellion and defi- 
of all authority and order and ſubjection, which of 
bath prevailed in the common people, as well as to | 

avaritious and illegal pra- 


ctices, grieve and irritate them into unrulineſs. 


The REGENCY, attentive to the peace and proſpe- 
have pointed one 
law out of others, which it is thought may go far towards 
reſtraining the thirſt after gain in the unlawful trader, to 


nation, 


Cc 


Much will depend on the diligent enquiries of the offi- | 


If no other good effect ſhould follow the execution of 
will be ſome 


hey muſt blame themſelves for the 
conſequences, and muſt take whar follows, unpitied for their 

pains. 
You Gentlemen of this county are ſure of ae aſſiſt- 


ance chr juſtices 28 ive 


them, N or thi 8 card for their © 
>. Won therefore, to recommend to them 
pn colt nan, þ the execution 2 of his ſtatute of Ea- 
"ay be the more eaſily” Wenced with ; | 
4 ty arguments into acknbwls ents, which 
. _ Vi We cyually cffe&tual to excite the xeſt of the u- 
* 5 2 e ace yer. ſheved — 2 eanilate | | 
FIR ir 1686164 0% 08 „„ 0/ 
Ho the High-Sherif, P* had alſo bis Share of] | 
3 are certainly well entituled to the | | 
| | of abo chunt in general, for their late ſervices 
Fenty, 'wi them.would 2 


7 © a ſaiall thing to ; that | 
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